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Land acknowledgment



How do you get students 
to engage with course 
content?

Chat question
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Session outcomes

Describe key considerations when 
designing social (collaborative) 
annotation assignments

Implement social annotation 
assignments to support 
collaborative engagement with 
course content using Perusall
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What is social annotation?



What does  
SA look like?

• Watch the video.
• Answer the questions.
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What does SA look like?

(Reyes, 2021)
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What’s the 
basis for SA?

Social constructivism (Vygotsky, 1978)
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Why use SA?

build 
community

address 
misconceptions

link 
concepts

critically 
analyze 

materials

raise awareness 
about structure

(Adams & Wilson, 2020; d’Entremont & Eyking, 2021; Kalir et al., 2020)
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Chat question

What might you draw from the 
examples to design and 

implement a social annotation 
assignment for your students?
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Design



Recommended practices for implementation

(Brown & Croft, 2020; Novak et al., 2012; Suhre et al., 2019; Zhu et al., 2020)

Align assessment with learning outcomes

Focus on formative feedback (low stakes) / 
assessment for learning

 Consider whether you will assess students’ contributions to SA 
assignments
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Recommended practices for implementation

 Align SA assignments with course learning outcomes

Example outcomes

• Describe the structure of the [discourse / work]
• Identify flaws in arguments
• Evaluate evidence
• Work collaboratively in a group setting

(Brown & Croft, 2020; Novak et al., 2012; Suhre et al., 2019; Zhu et al., 2020)
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Implementation



McGill Supported SA Tool
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What’s cool in Perusall for instructors?

o Automated student grouping for large classes
o Confusion reports
o Quizzes
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o Hashtags and upvoting 
o “Read aloud” accessibility

What’s cool in Perusall for students?
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Perusall assignment “flow”

Instructor creates 
assignment in 

Perusall

Students access 
assignment through 

Content in 
myCourses

Students interact 
with material and 

highlight, comment 
or respond to each 

other

Perusall auto-grades 
assignment based 

on algorithm

Grade is passed 
back to myCourses 

gradebook

Add to myCourses

18



Next steps

Register for upcoming sessions
www.mcgill.ca/tls/events

Access resources
www.mcgill.ca/teachingkb
www.mcgill.ca/tls
teachingblog.mcgill.ca

Connect with a colleague

Book a consultation
http://www.mcgill.ca/tls/contact/consultations
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Chat question

What is one thing from 
today’s webinar that you 
plan to act on?
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