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Outcomes

Be able to implement feedback 
strategies appropriate for your 
students’ learning context that 
engage these students in dialogue

Be aware of an expanded conception 
of the feed in ‘feedback’
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A dialogue approach to feedback

1) feed up
2) feed back
3) feed forward 

a) How am I doing?
b) Where to next?
c) Where am I going?

Match the type of feed on the left with the corresponding question on the right.

(Hattie & 
Timperley, 2007; 
Sadler, 1989).
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With a dialogue approach, students 
are more likely to …

• Understand how to improve writing
• Act on comments
• Meet expectations
• Develop independence

(Nicol, 2010; Nicol & Macfarlane‐Dick, 2006)
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Predict: What is an 
interactive cover sheet? 
A sheet with:
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a) criteria listed for the student to 
check off and submit (like a 
checklist) with their paper

b) questions the instructor poses to 
guide the student's writing and 
that students submit with their 
paper

c) questions the student poses to 
the instructor and submits with 
their paper



Interactive cover sheets (ICS)

… a single page on which students have 
identified specific aspects of their work they 
would like comments on and which they 
submit attached to the front of their writing 
assignments (Bloxham & Campbell, 2010)
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Sample 1
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Example: ICS instructions
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Sample 2
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What is a meaningful 
question?

1. Is this paper long enough?

2. Did I provide enough detail in the explanation of the 
context?

3. I still don’t understand why we are using primary 
sources. Am I using them correctly in this paper?

4. Last time you said my conclusion was actually a 
summary. Did I do better this time?

5. What do I have to do to get an A?

6. Should there be a comma before “because”?

7. Did I accurately summarize Carmen (2015)? If not, what 
did I misunderstand?

8. You said we needed to provide three arguments in 
favour of the hypothesis, but I could only find two. Is 
that okay?
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Help students pose meaningful questions by 
providing …

• The assessment criteria for the writing assignment
• Examples from previous students of well-written and poorly 

written questions 
• Class time to generate and discuss questions 
• Structured opportunities for feedback from peers
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Which of your 
assignments would 
lend itself well to an 
ICS?
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