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How do you
define feedback?
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Outcomes

Be aware of an expanded conception
of the feed in ‘feedback’

Be able to implement feedback
strategies appropriate for your
students’ learning context that
engage these students in dialogue




Do you think your
students read your
feedback
comments?
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A dialogue approach to feedback

(Hattie & Timperley, 2007; Sadler, 1989)
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With a dialogue approach, students are more
likely to ...

* Understand how to improve writing

e Act on comments

* Meet expectations
(Nicol, 2010; Nicol & Macfarlane-Dick, 2006)

 Develop independence
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Annotating writing submissions

Annotations are a way for students to
show where and how they have

addressed criteria in their assighments by
using, for example, [square brackets,]

margins. Students annotate their
assignments prior to submission.

&

Carolyn Samuel, Dr.

See what we mean?
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Research
paper with
student
annotations

Biological clocks

Life in modemn, technological societies is built around timepieces. People set clocks on radios,
microwave ovens, VCRs, and electric coffee makers. Students respond to bells that start and end
the school day as well as dividing it into blocks of time. Almost everyone relies on clocks o
manage time well. While carefully managing the minutes and hours each day, individuals are
often encouraged or forced by current styles of family and work life to violate another kind of

—_—

time: their body's time.[Biological clocks, which are also known as circadian cycles, are a

significant feature of human design that greatly affectfpersonal and professional lifestyles

Circadian cycles are in tune with extemal time cycles such as the 24-hour period of the
earth's daily rotation as signaled by the rising and setting of the sun. In fact, says William
Schwartz, professor of neurobiology and a researcher in the field ofEhrunub:‘ulugy (the study of it
circadian rhythmuﬂ"ﬁll such biological clocks are adaptations to life on a rotating world” s
{Lewis, 1995). The lenuE‘.:u‘cadiuu." which is Latin for “about a day,”|describes the rhythms of
people’s intemal biological clocks. Usually, humans set their biological clocks by seeing these
cycles of daylight and darkness. Carefully designed studies conducted in caves or similar
environments that let researchers control light and darkness have shown that most people create
cycles slightly over 24 hours when they are not exposed to natural cycles of day and night (Allis
& Hacderle, 1989, Enright, 1980). Researchers have found that human perception of the external
day-night cycle affects the production and release of a brain hormone, melatonin, which is
important in initiating and regulating the sleep-wake cycle.

['ﬁ group that suffers greatly from biological-clock disruptions consists of people whose
livelihoods depend on erratic schedules. This situation affects 20 to 30 million U S. mrkcrs]
whose work schedules differ from the usual moming starting time and afternoon or early l:\nmina/
ending time (Weiss, !QEQI.E'IWIN Czeisler, director of the Centre for Circadian and Sleep
Disorders at Brigham and Woman's Hospital in Boston, reports that 27% of the U.S. workforce
does shift work (Binkley, IEISIO}QShiﬂ work can mean, for example, working from 7:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. for 6 wecks, from 3:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. for 6 weeks, and from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m.
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for 6 weeks. Many shift workers endure stomach and intestinal-tract disorders ...




Example: Research paper instructions

1. Inthe right margin, explain the structure of your introduction.

2. Putsquare brackets around your thesis statement and write
thesis statement in the right margin.

3. Circle the part of your thesis statement that lets readers know
the main ideas you will address in your paper.

4. Put square brackets around any definitions and write definition
in the right margin.

5. Within the body paragraphs, put square brackets around each -
sentence that introduces a main idea and write main idea in the m
right margin. ‘

6. Put square brackets around every instance of support for your
main ideas and write support in the right margin.
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Example: Lab report instructions

1. Annotate your report according to the following instructions:

a. In the abstract, put square brackets around each of the
following sections and label them in the right margin:
¢ Experimental method

¢ Purpose of the experiment
¢+ Results
¢ Conclusions

b. In the body of the report,
¢ For each figure and table, highlight in yellow

where in the report you refer to them.
¢+ Highlight in green your first in-text citation

and write the citation style (e.g., ACS, CSE) in the margin.
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Lab report abstract with student annotations

Our results show that they taste larger sugar molecules more readily than they do reculte
smaller ones. They didn’t feed on saccharin because t qrin we use 1s actually
the sodium salt of saccharin. and they reject salt solu

show that flies are able to taste and choose foods that ate.g Conelusion
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Think about the
writing assignments
you ask your
students to do.
What could you ask
them to annotate?
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Resources

Teaching and Learning Knowledge Base:

* Feedback strategies: Engaging students in dialogue

 Strategy 1: Annotating writing submissions

TLS consultation request form
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https://mcgill-public-kb.atlassian.net/wiki/x/YoB5B
https://mcgill-public-kb.atlassian.net/wiki/x/EoF5B
https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/contact-us/consultations
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