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How do you 
define feedback?
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Outcomes

Be able to implement feedback 
strategies appropriate for your 
students’ learning context that 
engage these students in dialogue

Be aware of an expanded conception 
of the feed in ‘feedback’
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Do you think your 
students read your 
feedback 
comments?

5

 



A dialogue approach to feedback

(Hattie & Timperley, 2007; Sadler, 1989)
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With a dialogue approach, students are more 
likely to …

• Understand how to improve writing
• Act on comments
• Meet expectations
• Develop independence

(Nicol, 2010; Nicol & Macfarlane‐Dick, 2006)
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Annotating writing submissions

[
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Research 
paper with 
student 
annotations
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Example: Research paper instructions
 

1. In the right margin, explain the structure of your introduction. 
2. Put square brackets around your thesis statement and write  

thesis statement in the right margin. 
3. Circle the part of your thesis statement that lets readers know  

the main ideas you will address in your paper. 
4. Put square brackets around any definitions and write definition  

in the right margin. 
5. Within the body paragraphs, put square brackets around each  

sentence that introduces a main idea and write main idea in the 
right margin. 

6. Put square brackets around every instance of support for your  
main ideas and write support in the right margin.  
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Example: Lab report instructions
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Lab report abstract with student annotations 12



Think about the 
writing assignments 
you ask your 
students to do. 
What could you ask 
them to annotate?
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Resources

14

Teaching and Learning Knowledge Base:

• Feedback strategies: Engaging students in dialogue

• Strategy 1: Annotating writing submissions

TLS consultation request form

https://mcgill-public-kb.atlassian.net/wiki/x/YoB5B
https://mcgill-public-kb.atlassian.net/wiki/x/EoF5B
https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/contact-us/consultations
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