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Peer Assessment with 
FeedbackFruits



Even meeting in a virtual environment, we 
would like to acknowledge the Indigenous 
Peoples of all the lands that we may be 
separately on today. We do this to 
reaffirm our commitment to and 
responsibility for improving 
relationships among nations, and to 
improving our own understanding of local 
Indigenous peoples—the Haudenosaunee 
and the Anishinabeg—and cultures.

(Inspired by A guide to acknowledging 
First Peoples and traditional land.)

Land acknowledgment

https://engineerscanada.ca/sites/default/files/diversity/land-acknowledgements-guide.pdf
https://engineerscanada.ca/sites/default/files/diversity/land-acknowledgements-guide.pdf


Recognize how FeedbackFruits
can be used for peer assessment.

Learning Outcomes

Identify the key parts of a 
peer assessment activity.

Define peer assessment and 
the rationale for its use.



Barry Eidlin teaches Sociological Inquiry (SOCI 
211) in the Faculty of Arts.

“Most undergrads typically encounter 
two forms of writing: their own 
jumbled mess of ideas that they 
struggle through as they’re coming up 
with their own assignments, and the 
highly polished, revised, peer reviewed 
work that they read in their classes. 
They don’t immediately see anything 
connecting the two. […] Having 
students do PA exposes them to the 
idea of writing as a process.”



Zoom Poll
Have you ever used peer 
assessment in one of your 
courses?
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Types of Peer Assessment
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https://mcgill.ca/tls/instructors/assessment/peer

https://mcgill.ca/tls/instructors/assessment/peer


What is peer assessment of student work?

Students provide feedback on other students’ assignments to help them improve 
their work.

7

Mulder, Baik, Naylor, & Pearce (2014) 

Critical reflection

Constructive feedback

More perspectives



How does Peer Assessment work?
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Lawrence Chen, teaches "Intro to the Eng. Profession" 
(FACC 100) in the Faculty of Engineering



Chat Activity

What opportunities and challenges do you 
anticipate with Peer Assessment?
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Nicole M. Ventura teaches ANAT 316 in the 
Faculty of Medicine

Dedicated entire class period describing assignments and peer assessment process:

1) What is peer assessment?

2) What skills will you acquire in this process?

3) What is good constructive feedback and how do I give it?

4) How do I receive feedback from others?



Different roles (Jentges, 2021)

Students, who commit to 
the whole learning process

Authors/Producers, who 
create work

Feedback givers, who act as 
talent developers or sparring 
partners 

Feedback recipients, who 
practice intellectual humility

Collaborators, who reflect on 
the whole process

Decision makers, who may (or 
may not) incorporate 
feedback from others

Task Engagement

Peer Analysis

Feedback Provision

Feedback Reception

Peer Conferencing 

Revision



Four pillars of good feedback

1. Constructive

2. Specific

3. Justified

4. Kind



Benefits and Challenges 
of Peer Assessment



Benefits for students

• Support critical reflection on work

• Receive more feedback 

• Learn to give constructive 
feedback

• Develop assessment skills 

• Reflect on and adopt discipline-
specific practices

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://citlaivi1.wordpress.com/2013/03/22/teaching-human-body-systems-to-first-graders/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Benefits for Instructors

• Focus on process, authentic work

• Gain insight into students’ 
misconceptions

• Provide students with diverse 
feedback

• Reduce the assessment workload*

*Not necessarily



Challenges of Peer Assessment of Student Work

• Need for proper guidance

• Unease assessing peers

• Buy-in on feedback process

• May have past negative 
experience

• Potentially time-consuming

• Unaware of level of work involved
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://www.peoplematters.in/article/sme-talent/onboarding-challenges-in-smes-14950
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Zoom Poll

Which of the following 
tools have you used to 
facilitate the peer 
assessment (PA) process?
•Peerceptive
•Peergrade
• Eduflow
• FeedbackFruits
•Other
•Never used a PA tool
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Using FeedbackFruits for Peer 
Assessment



Peer Assessment Tool Update

• Transitioning from Eduflow to FeedbackFruits
• Eduflow no longer available after Dec 31, 2023
• Back up your data from Eduflow and grade all work before Dec 

31, 2023
• Submit a request to add FeedbackFruits to your course



FeedbackFruits Tool Suite

Feedback & Assessment Collaborative Learning Synchronous Learning

Group Member 
Evaluation

Peer 
Review

Skill
Review

Assignment 
Review

Automated 
Feedback

Self-Assessment

Interactive 
Presentation

Quiz

Team Based 
Learning

Interactive 
Study Material

Comprehension

Discussion on 
work

Discussion on 
topic



Fully integrated in myCourses

Push grades directly to myCourses

Sync your groups from myCourses

Easily share activities

Students give 
feedback

Reuse rubrics and activities

Flag-to-teacher feature

Select/highlight text and provide 
feedback

AI-powered feedback coach to guide 
students in giving better feedback

What is FeedbackFruits?



Why 
FeedbackFruits?
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Suitable for synchronous and asynchronous learning

Student reflection (optional)

Student anonymity

Configurable grading

Track student progress



Types of Peer Review Assignments

Essay outline

Written report

Reflection on readings

Oral presentation video

Presentation visuals



Types of Feedback Criteria

1. Rubric 

2. Scale rating

3. Comment criterion

TLS Sample feedback guidelines

https://www.mcgill.ca/tls/files/tls/designing_peer_assessment_assignments_-_feb_2020.pdf


Review Process

(Bloxham & West, 2004; Leialoha, Leialoha, & Leialoha-Waipa, 2012)
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Number of reviews to 
complete/receive

Anonymity of 
assignment/reviewer

Randomized 
assignment

Self-review Back-evaluation



Student Collaboration

• Synch with myCourses Groups

• Submit/review individually or as a 
group

• Automatic or manual allocation
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Configurable Grading

• Modify weights and criteria

• Manual grading override

• Synch with myCourses Grades

• Pass/Fail grading

• Schedule publishing of grades



Track Student Progress

• Download .xlsx

• Data dashboards

• Keyword insights

• Heat map



Key Takeaways
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Increase critical thinking, 
reflection, feedback and quality 
of student work

Requires careful planning

FeedbackFruits can manage the 
process to make it easier to 
implement PA



Next Steps

Register for upcoming sessions
mcgill.ca/tls/events

Access resources
mcgill.ca/tls/instructors |  mcgill.ca/teachingkb |  teachingblog.mcgill.ca

Connect with a colleague

Book a consultation
mcgill.ca/tls/contact/consultations

http://www.mcgill.ca/tls/events
http://www.mcgill.ca/tls/instructors
http://www.mcgill.ca/teachingkb
http://www.teachingblog.mcgill.ca/
http://www.mcgill.ca/tls/contact/consultations


Your feedback is important
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